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On Our Methods

The data for this report were taken from the College Board Pilot Study on Student Retention institutional 
survey (CBI) and from public data available through the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data 
System (IPEDS). The CBI survey was administered to 275 four-year public and private institutions 
in five states (California, Georgia, Indiana, New York and Texas) in the summer of 2006. In total, 90 
institutions responded to the survey, resulting in a response rate of 32.7 percent. Questions focused on 
institutional policies and practices related to increasing student persistence. Additional data on each 
institution’s student body and other important institutional characteristics were obtained from IPEDS, and 
subsequently were merged with survey responses from the institutions to create a complete data set for 
this exploratory research.
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Advocacy is central to the work of the College Board. 
Working with members, policymakers and the education 
community, we promote programs, policies and practices 
that increase college access and success for all students. 
In a world of growing complexity and competing demands, 
we advocate to ensure that education comes first. 
www.collegeboard.com/advocacy

To access this report online, visit  
www.collegeboard.com/retention




